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Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time, and I 
move the previous question on the res-
olution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later today. 

f 

HONORING PAST AND CURRENT 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND ENCOURAGING AMERICANS 
TO WEAR RED POPPIES ON ME-
MORIAL DAY 

Mr. SCHROCK. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 424) 
honoring past and current members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States 
and encouraging Americans to wear red 
poppies on Memorial Day. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 424 

Whereas the red poppy was the first living 
plant that sprouted in the battlefields dev-
astated by fighting during World War I; 

Whereas red poppies grew abundantly in 
the trenches and craters of the war-torn bat-
tlefields in Northern France and Belgium; 

Whereas during World War I, the bloom of 
red poppies each year and the coming of the 
warm weather brought hope to those still 
fighting in the trenches of France and Bel-
gium; 

Whereas in 1915, the red poppy inspired Ca-
nadian Colonel John McCrae to write the 
poem ‘‘In Flanders Fields’’ in remembrance 
of the thousands of soldiers who perished 
during the three battles of Ypres in Belgium; 

Whereas in 1918, John McCrae’s poem in-
spired Moina Belle Michael of Athens, Geor-
gia, to write her own poem entitled ‘‘We 
Shall Keep the Faith’’, in which she prom-
ised to wear a red poppy to memorialize 
American soldiers killed in World War I, and 
later to raise millions of dollars to support 
and employ disabled American veterans of 
all wars; 

Whereas on November 11, 1921, the first 
Poppy Day was held in the United Kingdom 
and was a national success; 

Whereas the red poppy is a symbol of sac-
rifice throughout the world; 

Whereas the red poppy has been worn in 
the United States for more than 80 years as 
a way to remember those individuals who 

died fighting for freedom and democracy 
around the world and to raise money to help 
disabled veterans; and 

Whereas in 2004, wearing a red poppy on 
Memorial Day is especially timely consid-
ering the sacrifices United States soldiers 
are making in Iraq and Afghanistan for free-
dom, democracy, and security: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress honors 
past and current members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States and their fami-
lies by encouraging every American to wear 
a red poppy on Memorial Day as a sign of ad-
miration and thanks to those individuals 
who died to preserve freedom and democracy 
in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. SCHROCK) and the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. SCHROCK). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCHROCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 424, the concur-
rent resolution currently under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHROCK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 

minutes to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SHADEGG). 

Mr. SHADEGG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me this 
time, and I rise in strong support of H. 
Con. Res. 424. 

Mr. Speaker, many of those watching 
today’s proceedings may notice that 
many of us here on the floor are wear-
ing the red poppy. It is, in fact, a sym-
bol of Memorial Day and an acknowl-
edgment of the sacrifice made by 
armed services personnel in fighting 
for our freedom throughout the world. 

Next weekend, our Nation will cele-
brate Memorial Day. All too often we 
forget the purposes of those celebra-
tions, but Memorial Day is a very im-
portant day set aside to honor and ac-
knowledge the sacrifice of all of those 
who have served our Nation and died in 
their service to our Nation. It is a day, 
as we will hear during this debate, with 
a long and important history. 

It is a day which began as Decoration 
Day, following the deaths during the 
Civil War of so many soldiers, a day, as 
we will hear in this debate, civilians 
went to the fields to decorate the 
graves of soldiers who had died in bat-
tle and decorated the graves of all sol-
diers, both Confederate and Union. 

Mr. Speaker, it is most fitting that 
this year, in this resolution, we would 
call upon the American people to make 
a special point of wearing a red poppy 
and of acknowledging the ultimate sac-
rifice made by our troops. Because this 
year, on Memorial Day, we will have 
troops in the field in both Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and throughout the world, 
who are serving our Nation and who 

themselves have been joined by sol-
diers who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

This resolution acknowledges the im-
portance of the red poppy, which has 
been adopted by the American Legion 
and by the Auxiliary of the American 
Legion as the official flower honoring 
the sacrifice of those who have died in 
our Nation’s service. 

b 1245 

It seems to me, as Members will hear 
in this debate, there was a time in our 
Nation when all Americans on Memo-
rial Day wore a red poppy to acknowl-
edge sacrifices made by our Armed 
Forces personnel. It has now become a 
worldwide tradition. 

I commend the gentleman for offer-
ing the resolution, and I encourage my 
colleagues to join in this debate, and I 
thank them for wearing the red poppy 
today. 

Some 535 red poppies were donated to 
Congress, and every Member of the 
House and Senate has a red poppy to 
wear today and on Memorial Day in 
recognition of this grand tradition and 
in recognition of the sacrifice paid by 
our soldiers, including those who have 
lost their lives in the recent battles in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, one of those sol-
diers being Pat Tillman from my State 
whose life was tragically lost within 
the last month. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
resolution. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 424, 
introduced by the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SHADEGG). This timely reso-
lution honors the men and women who 
serve in uniform and calls on all Amer-
icans to recognize the sacrifices of 
those who have given their lives to pro-
tect our freedom by wearing a red 
poppy on Memorial Day, May 30. 

In 2 weeks, our Nation will observe 
Memorial Day. Sadly, the true mean-
ing of Memorial Day seems to have 
faded over the years, and for many 
young Americans, Memorial Day is 
often seen as just another holiday or 
the beginning of summer. This is sad 
and unfortunate as Memorial Day is a 
time to remember and honor those who 
have died in service, defending our Na-
tion. 

The resolution before us honors those 
who have given their lives in service to 
their country and encourages Ameri-
cans to wear a red poppy on Memorial 
Day. 

A number of people have asked, 
‘‘Why wear a red poppy?’’ The red 
poppy grew abundantly in the battle-
fields of World War I, and it was the in-
spiration for several poems at the time, 
including such notable poems as ‘‘Flan-
ders Fields,’’ written by John McCrae 
in May, 1915, and a poem by Moina Mi-
chael, entitled ‘‘We Shall Keep the 
Faith,’’ written in November, 1918. 

The first Poppy Day was held in Eng-
land on November 11, 1921, and since 
that time, the red poppy has been a 
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